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DETAILED ACTION 



Election of Species and Restriction 

Claims 9, 18, 26, and 32-89 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.142(b) as being drawn to a nonelected invention and species, there being no 
allowable generic or linking claim. Election was made without traverse in the reply filed 
on 01/13/2006. 



Regarding the withdrawal of claims 9 and 26, one of the locking members, or 
either the engagement member or the protrusion do not include a distension; and the 
other of the locking members does not include a detent in the elected species. 



Drawings 

The drawings are objected to under 37 CFR 1.83(a). The drawings must show 
every feature of the invention specified in the claims. Therefore, the cooperatively 
shaped alignment device 12 disposed on the building element 30 (claim 10) must be 
shown or the feature(s) canceled from the claim(s). No new matter should be entered. 
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The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "10" (Fig. 1) and "310" (Fig. 3) have both been used to 
designate the same cam portion. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "30" (Figures 1 and 2) and "330" (Fig. 3) have both been 
used to designate the same building element. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "4" (Figures 1 and 2) and "304" (Figure 3) have both 
been used to designate same threaded female portion. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference characters "81" (Figure 10), "90" and "9r (Figure 11) have both 
been used to designate the same internally threaded cam portion. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "10" has been used to designate a cam portion with a first 
configuration (Figs. 1 and 2), a camp portion with a second configuration (Figs. 4 and 
5), a cam portion with a third configuration (Fig. 6), and a cam portion with a fourth 
configuration (Figures 7 and 8). 



Application/Control Number: 10/804,573 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3679 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "20" has been used to designate both an engaging portion 
with a first configuration (Figures 1 and 2) and an engaging portion with a second 
configuration (Figure 7). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "30" has been used to designate a building element with 
U-shaped screw pipes 31 (Figure 1), a building element with barbs 37 (Figure 4), and a 
building element without screw pipes or barbs. 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "15" has been used to designate flanges with a first 
configuration (Figure 1), flanges with a second configuration (Figures 4 and 5), and 
flanges with a third configuration (Figures 7 and 8). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference character "214" has been used to designate both a short aperture 
(Fig. 1) and a long aperture (Fig. 1). 

The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(4) 
because reference character "36" has been used to designate both a washer seal with a 
first configuration (Figure 1 ) and a washer seal with a second configuration (Figure 4). 
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The drawings are objected to as failing to comply with 37 CFR 1.84(p)(4) 
because reference character "12" has been used to designate both a locating pin 
(Figure 1 ) and a fastener (Figure 7). 

The drawings are objected to because the arrow in the left side reference 
character 15 in Figure 1 should be a lead line pointing to the feature as shown in the 
right side reference character 15. Further, reference character 13 in Figures 1 and 12 is 
not pointing to a surface as the disclosure portrays. Reference character 13 appears to 
point to a structure. Note that the cross-hatching of the building element in Figures 2 
and 3 is not complete, in particular the interior thin wall as shown in Figure 1 is not 
cross-hatched. The hidden lines to represent feature 15 in Figure 8 needs to be 
deleted. See 37 CFR 1 .84(n). Further, the cam portion in Figure 8 does not appear to 
be the same cam portion in Figure 7 or vice versa (see description of the figures). Note 
that Figure 7 is missing the plate 230 and the flanges 15 do not correspond. The 
bracket in reference 58 is not permitted. See 37 CFR 1 .84(p)(1 ). 

Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1 .121(d) are required in 
reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any amended 
replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures appearing on the immediate 
prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure 
number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as "amended". If a drawing 
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figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered and 
appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several views of the drawings 
for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary to show the 
renumbering of the remaining figures. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the examiner does not accept the changes, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 



The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because language should avoid 
using phrases which can be implied, such as, "The disclosure concerns," "The 
disclosure defined by this invention," "The disclosure describes", "The invention focuses 
on", etc. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 



Claim Objections 



Claims 1, 2, and 31 are objected to because of the following informalities: 
regarding claim 1 , "one of in line 3 should be deleted as "or" is used in the 
alternative; and, 
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regarding claims 2 and 31, "bayonet-type" in line 2 should be -bayonet-. 
Appropriate correction is required. For purposes of examining the instant invention, the 
examiner has assumed these corrections have been made. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-8, 10-17, 19-25, and 27-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claim 1 , there is an inconsistency between the language in the 
preamble and a certain portion in the body of the claim, thereby making the scope of the 
claims unclear. The preamble clearly indicated that the quick connect assembly is "for 
connecting a building element to a surface". However, the body of the claim positively 
recites "the building element and the surface", e.g., "a first locking member coupled to a 
building element or a surface" (lines 3-4), "a second locking member coupled to the 
other of the building element or the surface (lines 6-7), which indicates that the claims 
are being drawn to a combination of the "quick connect assembly" and both "the 
building element and the surface". Accordingly, is the combination or subcombination 
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being claimed? Appropriate correction, clarification, or both is required. For purposes 
of examination, the examiner has considered the quick connect assembly alone. 

Regarding claim 7, the recitation "configured so that at least a portion of the 
second locking member may be positioned within the first passageway of the first 
locking member" in lines 2-3 makes unclear what configuration of the second locking 
member is required to allow the second locking member so that at least a portion of the 
second locking member may be positioned within the first passageway of the first 
locking member. 

Regarding claim 14, the recitation "the second fitting is coupled to the plumbing" 
in lines 2-3 indicates that the second fitting is positively claimed; however, none of the 
previous claim from which claim 14 depend positively recite the second fitting. Claim 13 
merely states the purpose of the first fitting to be adapted to couple in fluid 
communication to a second fitting. The language in claim 13 does not state the second 
fitting is claimed. For purposes of examination the examiner has considered the second 
fitting positively claimed. 

Regarding claim 20, there is an inconsistency between the language in the 
preamble and a certain portion in the body of the claim, thereby making the scope of the 
claims unclear. The preamble clearly indicated that the quick connect assembly is "for 
connecting a building element to a surface". However, the body of the claim positively 
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recites "the building element and the surface", e.g., "an interference member coupled to 
the building element or the surface" (lines 4-5), "a receiving member coupled to the 
other of the building element or the surface (lines 6-7), which indicates that the claims 
are being drawn to a combination of the "quick connect assembly" and both "the 
building element and the surface". Accordingly, is the combination or subcombination 
being claimed? Appropriate correction, clarification, or both is required. For purposes 
of examination, the examiner has considered the quick connect assembly alone. 

Regarding claims 2-8, 10-17, and 19, the claims depend from claim 1 and 
therefore are indefinite. 

Regarding claims 21-25 and 27-31 , the claims depend from claim 20 and 
therefore are indefinite. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-8, 11-15, 20-25, and 28-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Rice, 1,329,141. 
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Regarding claim 1 , Rice discloses, in Figure 3 and 5-7, a quick connect assembly 
comprising a first locking member 2 and a second locking member 8. The first locking 
member 2 has a first passageway 4 extending through the first locking member 2. The 
second locking member 8 has a second passageway (see Figure 3, the hole is 
unreferenced) extending through the second locking member 8. The first locking 
member 2 and the second locking member 8 have co-operative cam locking elements 
5,9. 

Regarding claim 2, the first locking member 2 and the second locking member 8 
are adapted to reversibly couple to one another through a bayonet action. 

Regarding claim 3, applicant should note that the first passageway and the 
second passageway are substantially aligned with one another when the first locking 
member and the second locking member are reversibly coupled to one another. 

Regarding claim 4, the first locking member 2 includes a recess 6. 

Regarding claim 5, the first locking member 2 has an annular shaped body 3 
(Fig. 1 ) disposed about the first passageway 4. 
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Regarding claim 6, the co-operative cam locking member elements include a 
protrusion 5 extending from the annular shaped body 3 and a cooperatively shaped 
structure 9 disposed on the second locking member 8. Applicant should note that the 
protrusion and the cooperatively shaped structure 9 are able to engage with one 
another to reversibly couple the first locking member and the second locking member. 

Regarding claim 7, the second locking member 8 is sized so that at least a 
portion of the second locking member may be positioned within the first passageway of 
the first locking member 2. 

Regarding claim 8, the co-operative cam locking elements include a protrusion 9 
disposed on the second locking member 8 and a cooperatively shaped structure 5 
disposed on the first locking member 2. The cooperatively shaped structure of the first 
locking member 2 overlaps the protrusion of the second locking member 8. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the first locking member 2 and the second locking member 8 
are rotated less than 360 degrees during the reversible coupling of the locking 
members. Applicant is reminded that it is the patentability of the product, not a recited 
process step, that is to be determined irrespective of whether only process steps are 
recited. See MPEP 2113. 
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Regarding claim 12, the cooperative cam locking elements 5,9 include a cam 
disposed on the first locking member and the second locking member. Applicant should 
note that when the locking members are reversibly coupled to one another, the cam of 
the first locking member is sandwiched between the cam of the second locking member 
and a surface. 

Regarding claim 13, the quick connect assembly further includes plumbing 17. 
The plumbing passes through the first passageway and the second passageway. The 
plumbing includes a first fitting 12. Applicant is reminded that the recitation that an 
element is "adapted to" perform a function is not a positive limitation but only requires 
the ability to so perform. It does not constitute a limitation in any patentable sense. In 
re Hutchison, 69 USPQ 138. Therefore, the first fitting can be adapted to coupled in 
fluid communication to a second fitting. 

Regarding claim 14, the quick connect assembly further discloses, in 
combination, a second fitting 19. The first fitting 12 is coupled to the plumbing 17. The 
second fitting is coupled to the plumbing (via the barrel 1 1 and the first fitting 12). 

Regarding claim 1 5, the first fitting 12 is stationary relative to the second locking 
member 8 and the second fitting 19 is able to move relative to the first fitting 12 such 
that the second fitting 19 may be longitudinally displaced from the first fitting. 
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Regarding claim 19, the first passageway and the second passageway and at 
least one of the locking members are hidden from view from a user (see Figure 8). 

Regarding claim 20, Rice discloses, in Figure 3 and 5-7, a quick connect 
assembly comprising an interference member 8 and a receiving member 2. The 
interference member 8 has a protrusion 9. The receiving member 2 has an 
engagement member 5. 

Regarding claim 21 , the interference member 8 includes a recess (note washer 
13 is in the recess. 

Regarding claim 22, the interference member 8 has an annular shaped body 
forming an open inner portion. 

Regarding claim 23, the protrusion 9 extends inward from the annular shaped 
body into the open inner portion. 

Regarding claim 24, the receiving member 2 may be at least partially positioned 
within the open inner portion. 
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Regarding claim 25, the engagement member 5 extends outward from the 
receiving member 2. The protrusion 9 and the engagement member 5 overlap one 
another. 

Regarding claim 28, a predetermined angular displacement is less than 360 
degrees. 

Regarding claim 29, the receiving member 2 includes a passageway (note the 
components 7 pass through this passageway. 

Regarding claim 30, when the interference member 8 is in a locked position, the 
protrusion is sandwiched between the engagement member and a building element 16. 

Regarding claim 31, the receiving member 2 is transitioned between a first 
position and a locked position by a bayonet action. 

Claims 1,10, 20, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by the European patent, EP-967425 A1. 

Regarding claim 1, the European patent discloses, in Figure 6, a quick connect 
assembly comprising a first locking member 2 and a second locking member 20. The 
first locking member 2 has a first passageway (note that the components 7 pass 
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through this passageway) extending through the first locking member 2. The second 
locking member 20 has a second passageway 30 extending through the second locking 
member 20. The first locking member 2 and the second locking member 20 have co- 
operative cam locking elements 17,21. 

Regarding claim 10, one of the locking members 2 includes an alignment 
mechanism 35 interfacing with a cooperatively shaped alignment device 31. 

Regarding claim 20, the European patent discloses, in Figure 6, a quick connect 
assembly comprising an interference member 20 and a receiving member 2. The 
interference member 20 has a protrusion 9. The receiving member 2 has an 
engagement member 17. 

Regarding claim 27, the interference member 20 or the receiving member 2 
includes an alignment mechanism 35 interfacing with a cooperatively shaped alignment 
device 31. 

Claims 1 and 13-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Anthon, 3,197,241. 

Regarding claim 1, Anthon discloses, in Figure 1, a quick connect assembly 
comprising a first locking member 36 and a second locking member 50. The first 
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locking member 36 has a first passageway 49 extending through the first locking 
member 36. The second locking member 50 coupled to the other of the building 
element or the surface. The second locking member 50 has a second passageway 
extending through the second locking member 50. The first locking member 36 and the 
second locking member 50 have co-operative cam locking elements 37,51. 

Regarding claim 13, the quick connect assembly further includes plumbing 13,47. 
The plumbing 13,47 passes through the first passageway 49 and the second 
passageway. The plumbing 13,47 includes a first fitting 34. 

Regarding claim 14, the quick connect assembly further discloses, in 
combination, a second fitting 68. The first fitting 34 is coupled to the plumbing 13,47. 
The second fitting 68 is coupled to the plumbing 13,47. 

Regarding claim 15, the first fitting 34 is stationary relative to the second locking 
member 50 and the second fitting 68 is able to move relative to the first fitting 34 such 
that the second fitting 68 may be longitudinally displaced from the first fitting 34. 

Regarding claim 16, the second fitting 68 is coupled to an extendable section of 
the plumbing 13,47. A stationary end of the extendable section is stationary relative to 
a building element and a movable end of the extendable section of the plumbing 13,47 
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is coupled to the second fitting 68 such that the second fitting 68 may be selectively 
displaced from the stationary end of the extendable section. 

Regarding claim 17, the first fitting 34 is coupled to the second locking member 

50. 

Conclusion 

The following prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent 
to applicant's disclosure. Cowles, 2,265,267, and Berney et al., 1,523,928, show a 
similar quick connect assembly. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ernesto Garcia whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7083. The examiner can normally be reached from 9:30-5:30. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached at 571-272-7087. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for , 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




E.G. 



March 8, 2006 



ST0D0LA 




